
The Romans
Kirkham and its immediate 
surroundings have a long and 
fascinating history.
Long before the name of 
Kirkham was coined Romans 
had settled in the area from 
the first century AD. Amateur 
archaeologists made significant 
finds in the Dowbridge are and 
Lancaster University confirmed 
the suspected presence of a 
Roman Fort.

The Parish & 
The Churches Of 
Kirkham

The Domesday Book 
records that there 

were three churches in 
Amounderness one of which 

was attached to Kirkham. The 
parish of Kirkham covered a large area 

including much of the Fylde south and east of 
Lytham and, although not geographically adjacent, 
an area around Goosnargh to the northeast of 
Preston. From the fourteenth century the practical 
parish business and management of church 
property were overseen by a committee known as 
the Thirty Sworn Men.

Kirkham & War
The increase in demand for naval 
supplies and equipment during 
the Napoleonic Wars provided 
a boost to the Kirkham sailcloth 
industry. Another link to the 
conflicts with Napoleon’s France 
is Henry Rishton Buck. Born 
in Kirkham and baptized at St 
Michael’s Church in 1788 he was 
educated at Kirkham Grammar 
School and Cambridge University. 
He gained an army commission 
in 1809 and went to Belgium in 
1815 as part of Wellington’s army. 
He lost his life, aged 27 fighting at 
the battle of Waterloo on 18 June 
1815. He has a memorial in St Michael’s which 
also commemorates his brother James Buck, a 
fellow army officer who had died earlier in the 
same year. A death notice for the two brothers in 
the Lancaster Gazette of 15 July 1815 notes that 
James died at his mother’s house in Preston. There 
are 101 names on the memorial for the Great War 
and a further 29 for the Second World War.

RAF Kirkham
RAF Kirkham was built by 
George Wimpey on 220 
acres of land bordering the 
A583 Blackpool to Preston 
Rd. Work commenced in 
1939 and the camp opened 
in 1940 as a training camp 
for RAF tradesmen. Up to 
1945 it trained 72,000 British 
and allied service men and 
women. In November 1941 Kirkham became the 
main armament training centre for the RAF, with 21 
different trades and 86 different courses.

Kirkham Grammar School
Kirkham Grammar Kirkham is well-known in the 
region for its Grammar School. It is now on the 
edge of Kirkham on Ribby Road but up until 1911 
it was adjacent to St Michael’s Church. The school 
was founded in 1549 but its history dates to the 
thirteenth century as a chantry school attached to 
St Michael’s Church from before the Reformation.

Kirkham Club Days
Along with many towns across the Fylde Kirkham’s 
major celebration is its Club Day. This is now 
always celebrated in June and participated in by 
local churches, schools, groups, associations, 
and organisations who process through Kirkham 
and Wesham. It has a long and illustrious history 
and has been reported on in newspapers from 
the Victorian period onwards. On 6 July 1907 the 
Preston Herald described the Club Day of the 
previous Monday and called the event ‘one of the 
prettiest and most popular events in the Fylde 
District’.

The Workhouse
Workhouses as places of last resort for the 
impoverished are still connected in the popular 
imagination with the figure of Mr Bumble, the 
pompous and hard-hearted parish beadle in Oliver 
Twist. The Workhouse Test Act of 1722-23 enabled 
local parishes to set up workhouses to look 
after the local poor. Subsequent Acts meant that 
workhouses could be established across a county 
through workhouse unions. Kirkham had a parish 
workhouse from 1726 and, as the major town in 
the area, came to be the location for the Fylde 
Union Workhouse built on Moor Lane in 1843-44 
and enlarged in the 1860s.

KIRKHAM 
THROUGH TIME

Manufacturers & Merchants
The area of the Fylde around Kirkham still retains 
an agricultural flavour which dates back to 
preceding centuries when its produce found a 
ready market in the developing industrial towns 
of Lancashire from the late 1800s. However, 
although it was not to expand like other industrial 
centres such as Preston, Kirkham still became an 
important place for manufacturing industries.
It has been reported that at one time there were 
eleven mills in the Kirkham area and in 1926 
Barratt’s Directory of Preston and District gives 
nine ‘Cotton Spinners and Manufactures’ in 
Kirkham. These mill buildings had a significant 
impact on the landscape of Kirkham.

Courtesy of Lancashire County 
Council’s Red Rose Collections

‘Peep Holes’ by Alex Blakey
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Shopkeepers & Tradespeople
From the Middle Ages Kirkham was noted as 
a market town and was granted a charter to 
hold a weekly market (held on Thursdays) and a 
midsummer fair by Edward I in 1296. In 1901 the 
Victoria County History of Lancashire noted that 
the market had ‘long been obsolete’.
The main shopping area of Kirkham is, and has 
been for some time, along and around Poulton 
Street looking westwards from the early nineteenth 
century fish stones. Looking at the Census records 
for the mid-nineteenth century (1851) and the early 
twentieth century (1911) it is interesting to note the 
professions attached to the heads of household 
for Poulton Street. In both there is quite a mix 
of tradespeople (Tailors, Shoemakers etc.) and 
shopkeepers (Grocers, Confectioners etc.) with a 
smattering of clerical/professional people (Lawyers, 
Insurance Agents etc.) In 1911 there were however, 
a greater number of shops which suggests it is 
more like the retail area that we know today.

www.kirkhamtreasures.co.uk
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Kirkham Treasures is a pilot project funded by Historic England and has been developed in response to Historic England’s call for submissions to their pilot Heritage Action Zones scheme, focusing on town centres.

The partners involved are Fylde Borough Council, Lancashire County Council, Kirkham Town Council, Kirkham Business Group, Kirkham Cultural Consortium, St Michael’s Church, Morrison’s and Positive Placemakers CIC.


