Kirkham Treasures
Celebrating Kirkham’s Heritage

Tales of the Historic High Street
Undertake a piece of historical research or write a story about a historic building.
We are looking for local voices to tell Kirkham’s story in an innovative and exciting way. There are
two parts to this brief, you can do either A or B, or both, and full credit will be given to the authors
and the best research and stories will be published online. A £30 voucher will be awarded to those
whose work is published.

A) Research a Building on Kirkham High Street
We are looking for individuals who would like to undertake a piece of research on a building on one
of the four main streets in Kirkham, namely Poulton St, Freckleton Street, Preston Street and Church
Street. Each individual can submit a request for a particular building and they will be informed
whether or not someone is already undertaking the research.
We would like to find out when the building was built by whom, and for what purpose.
We want you to try and find out as much as possible about the building’s many owners and the
people who lived there over the years.
Has the building been a dwelling or a business?
We are looking to build up a detailed picture of the town centre over the centuries and the people
who lived there, so bringing the past to life.
We would also hope that a few images can be found that will help illustrate the research.

B) Now Tell the Tale
Using the research published online (for example, about 29
Poulton Street) write a story.
There are two ways of telling the tale of a building: either in a
purely factual way, or as a piece of creative writing. The overall
aim is to tell the story about the building’s life, from when it
was new and bright, charting its journey through the ages as
far as it is known.
Think about the centuries it has seen, make the building the
main protagonist in your story and give it feelings and emotions.
What would it think or feel? What did it feel about the people
who lived there and its use as a home or commercial property?
Maximum word count is 1000.
Must be typed, single spaced, ariel font size 12, preferably include at least one image of the building as it is now and
one in the past (a minimum of one image is required).
If a work has been submitted this means acceptance of terms; the author has submitted to the work being published
and has given their consent for their name to be used. If under 16 the written permission of an adult must be given, for
the work to be published and for the minor’s name to be published (they can write under a synonym) Submit by June
20th 2021 via the website www.kirkhamtreasures.co.uk

